
October 6, 2017 

 

 

All Mounds View High School Softball Players and Parents, 

 

With school just starting, thoughts are obviously on the beginning of the school year and fall sports, as they should be.  

That said, I know people are planning ahead and there are questions about the 2018 High School Softball Season as it 

relates to the timing of the Mounds View Schools Spring Break.  So, for those with questions, here is a lengthy, but 

hopefully helpful, explanation… 

 

The Calendar 

 

The Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) start date for Softball is Monday, March 12th, 2018.   

 

The Mounds View School District Spring Break is Thursday, March 8th, 2018 – Friday, March 16th, 2018.   

 

The Plan For The First Week 

 

On Monday March 12th and Tuesday March 13th there will be optional open gym. The time will be determined at a later 

date. Each day open gym will last for two hours.  This will be a chance for each athlete to acclimate to the tryout process 

and a chance to warm up before tryouts.  

On Wednesday March 14th tryouts will begin. Time for Wednesday will be determined later and will last 3 hours.  

Thursday March 15th and Friday March 16th are continued tryouts at the Augsburg dome. They will be held from 3:45-

5:45pm.  

 

We will do softball skill testing beginning on Wednesday of this first week.  The players really like the testing as it 

provides an opportunity for them to compete with one another, and to see where they fit with their peers.   

 

Mounds View High School will support four Softball teams: Varsity, Junior Varsity, B, and Freshman.   

 

The Challenge 

 

On the one hand, the timing of the Mounds View Schools Spring Break is outstanding as it provides the opportunity to 

accomplish a great deal in the first week of practice without school in session.  That said, I also know it is unfortunate as 

it relates to the opportunity for Spring Break vacations.  A frequent question that arises is whether a family vacation over 

Spring Break is a valid excused absence.  

 

The Coaching Staff Perspective 

 

The season starts when the MSHSL says it starts, and Spring Break is when the School Board says it is; we obviously 

don’t control any of it.   

 

The coaching staff expects players to demonstrate commitment to their personal development, and commitment to their 

teammates through attendance at all practices; including this critical first week of practice to improve their softball skills 

and build a physical and mental foundation for the season.  Coaches recognize the dedication required to be in attendance 

at all practices and games. 

 

It is a very short season, and we need to prepare for a spring that goes very quickly; especially with the weather issues we 

deal with in the spring.  Our season is relatively short; 9 weeks from the start date to the completion of the regular season 

(by comparison, basketball and hockey have 15 and 14 week regular seasons respectively).  Once games begin, we have 

limited opportunities for practice.     

 

All of our Mounds View coaches expect their athletes to be at practice when the season starts and throughout the season, 

and we are no different.  For example, the football coaches expect players at practice the first week during Summer 

Break, and basketball/hockey coaches expect players to be in attendance during Thanksgiving and Christmas Breaks.   

 



There are other times in the calendar year with extended breaks where families can take vacations in addition to Spring 

Break, and that is obviously what we as softball coaches would prefer.     

 

It’s frustrating for the coaching staff if players are not in attendance at practice this first week because we are striving to 

build a physical and mental foundation for the season. 

 

The Family Time Perspective 

 

With the demands on students/athletes time, family time is precious and few.  Family is obviously most important, and I 

understand the challenge to find that balance, and to schedule some time away for family.   

 

I have had many conversations with parents about the importance of family time, and I truly understand the significant 

value that is placed on the opportunity for family time over Spring Break.     

 

The Solution 

 

In trying to balance the obvious conflicting priorities, the good news is that the Mounds View Spring Break Spring Break 

starts 4 days prior to the start of softball.   

 

Thus, I believe a reasonable compromise and solution is that a family’s decision to have the player miss up to the first 2 

practices (be there by Wednesday at the latest) for a family vacation will be respected as an excused family absence. 

 

Missing practice beyond Tuesday will not be an excused absence and the player will not start the first game of the 

season. 

 

Again, we obviously want players in attendance at all practices.  Our limited time does not allow us to wait for anyone, 

and we must dive right in to critical individual and team softball activity on Day 1.   

 

This does not mean that the Softball Program is encouraging people to view Softball as more important than school and 

to take students out of school all of the previous week for a family vacation.  School is always critically important! 

 

It’s important that we know if you plan to take your daughter on a family Spring Break trip causing them to miss any 

practice time, so that we can plan accordingly.  Please contact me if this is the case. 

 

Closing 

 

More information about the upcoming season will be provided via email and at any upcoming MVHS Booster Club 

Meetings. We will hold an informational meeting in March for parents and players with much more about the upcoming 

season.   

 

The team website has a great deal of information; I would encourage you to take a look: 

www.moundsviewschools.org/mvsoftball. 

 

As events and activities are scheduled, they will be added to the announcements on the home page, and to the calendar on 

the website. 

 
In the meantime, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Saddle Up Mustangs! 

Always Compete and Leave No Doubt! 

 

Thank you, 

 

Jordan Pearson  

jp.mvhs@gmail.com 

651-307-0361 

http://www.moundsviewschools.org/mvsoftball
mailto:jp.mvhs@gmail.com

